[The quality of life after radical prostatectomy measured by general health questionnaire and visual analogue scales].
The impact of radical prostatectomy on the quality of life (QOL) of patients were evaluated. A total of 22 patients who underwent radical prostatectomy for clinically localized prostate cancer entered this study. Patients were asked to complete a questionnaire containing the general health questionnaire (GHQ) and a series of questions evaluating voiding function, incontinence and sexual dysfunction before and after the operation. In addition, the visual analogue scaled (VAS) questionnaire containing incontinence and sexual dysfunction was applied. No significant differences in GHQ were found between pre- and post operative status, but disease-targeted QOL such as sexual function was affected after the radical prostatectomy. In the points of incontinence and sexual dysfunction, VAS questionnaire significantly correlated with those of categorical questionnaires. There results suggest that GHQ is not affected, but disease-targeted QOL in some categories of sexual function is affected by radical prostatectomy, and that VAS questionnaires are not only useful for assessing the disease-targeted QOL but also easy to quantify QOL of the patients.